EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 345

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2023, nearly 50 years to the day of
the attack on Israel that started the Yom Kippur War, Hamas
terrorists undertook a coordinated series of horrific attacks on
Israel; and

WHEREAS, the terrorists targeted civilians with thousands of
rockets launched from the Gaza Strip and with incursions into
Israel by heavily armed militants - violent attacks timed to occur
as Israelis were celebrating Shabbat and the Jewish holiday of
Simchat Torah; and

WHEREAS, the latest reports indicate that at least 800
innocent Israelis, predominantly civilians, were killed, including
women and children, with thousands injured, and an estimated 100
Israelis kidnapped and taken by Hamas into Gaza as hostages; and

WHEREAS, at least nine Americans were killed in the attacks
by Hamas, and others are 1likely among those injured or taken
hostage; and

WHEREAS, the numbers of casualties are likely to rise in the
coming days as more information is gathered; and

WHEREAS, Israel has responded to the attacks with a
declaration of war against Hamas and by launching retaliatory
strikes in Gaza targeting Hamas infrastructure that is
purposefully located in civilian areas, meaning that these strikes
have resulted in hundreds of deaths, including innocent
Palestinian civilians; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey has one of the largest Jewish and Israeli
American communities in the world, and is proud of its long,
historic, and unbreakable relationship with the State of Israel,
beginning with the founding of modern Israel and continuing through

our Sister State Agreement of 1988 to the present day; and



WHEREAS, we must continue to stand with the people of Israel
in this dark hour and unequivocally condemn terrorism against
innocent civilians; and

WHEREAS, we mourn for all of the victims of these terrorist
attacks by Hamas and the escalation of the conflict caused by these
attacks, for their families, and for the people of the region, who
deserve peace and security;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER
and DIRECT:

1. The flag of the United States of America and the flag of
New Jersey shall be flown at half-staff at all State departments,
offices, agencies, and instrumentalities during appropriate hours
from Tuesday, October 10, 2023, through Friday, October 13, 2023,
in recognition and mourning of all of the lives lost and shattered
by the recent terrorist attacks on Israel by Hamas and by the
escalation of the conflict caused by these attacks.

2. This Order shall take effect immediately.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
9th day of October,
Two Thousand and Twenty-
Three, and of the
Independence of the United
States, the Two Hundred and
Forty-Eighth.
[seal]
/s/ Philip D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s/ Parimal Garg

Chief Counsel to the Governor



